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Mr, President: 


Attached is a suggested answer should 
questions be raised concerning the enemy's 
proposals in Paris today. 
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NEW 11 COMMUNIST PROPOSALS 


The other side in Paris today seemed to make two new 
proposals. The North Vietnamese negotiator said he 
was ready to sit down immediately to negotiate an 
unconditional withdrawal date for U.S. forces. The 
NLF negotiator said that they were prepared to cease 
firing on U.S. forces who did not attack them. 
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My reaction depends a great deal on the spirit in which 
the proposals were made. 


Let me deal first with the North Vietnamese statement. 

-- If the Hanoi delegate means tihat he is prepared to 
negotiate with us the withdrawal of all outside forces 
from South Vietnam, we welcome his statement. In 
fact, that is one of the subjects we have been trying to 
negotiate about in Paris for the past two years. 

-- If, however, all he means is that he wants us to give 
him a deadline for our withdrawal while his forces remain 
in South Vietnam, he is not proposing a serious negotiation. 
He is merely proposing things for us to do without giving 
any indication as to what they will do. 
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Now let me turn to the second question* 

-- If the Viet Cong statement means that the other 
side is ready to sit down and negotiate with us a genuine 
cease-fire, we are clearly ready to do this. However, 
if it merely reflects a desire to gain propaganda points, 
we can do nothing but express our disappointment while 
continuing our efforts to bring about j<our real negotiations. 
I proposed negotiations for an Indochina cease-fire over 
six months ago. We stand ready to discuss a cease-fire 
either in the open sessions or in private at anytime. 

Let me sum up by saying that we remain ready in Paris 
to negotiate all issues on a serious and constructive basis. 
We want to negotiate a cease-fire as soon as possible and 
we also want to negotiate the withdrawal of outside forces 
from South Vietnam. If the Communist statements today 
show that they are ready to join us in such negotiations, 
we are delighted. 
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